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Mr R. SMITH (Warrandyte) — I rise in response to the bushfire royal commission's interim report on the bushfires of February this year. 
Most, if not all, of those who live in the Warrandyte area now know how close the bushfires of Black Saturday came to them. It would have only taken a small shift in wind direction for people in Warrandyte to have experienced the same level of tragedy that unfortunately many other townships experienced. 
As a consequence of this knowledge, a number of town meetings have been held on fire prevention and home protection, and literally hundreds of people have attended these meetings. It is clear that the threat of fire is on the minds of everyone who lives in Warrandyte, and people need to know that lessons have been learnt and the government is doing everything in its power to mitigate the fire risk. 
The commission received many submissions on land management and the issue of controlled burns to clear the built-up undergrowth which greatly contributes to the ferocity of fire. The commission has chosen not to address these matters in its interim report, preferring to deal with them in next year's final report. 
However, the government's minimalist approach to controlled burns and land management presents an immediate danger to the Warrandyte community, and this issue needs to be addressed as quickly as possible. 

Warrandyte has been identified as one of Victoria's vulnerable communities, one of 52 so-called hotspots. With this in mind, it is concerning that there are still areas within the Warrandyte State Park where controlled burns have been scheduled for some time but have still not been attended to. 

It is concerning that one of these areas, Black Flat, an area surrounded by residential houses at the end of Tills Drive, was scheduled for a controlled burn in spring of last year but it was not done until May of this year, exposing those surrounding homes to an increased level of fire risk during the horrific conditions of last summer. 

It is concerning that just across the Yarra River in North Warrandyte a burn scheduled for last autumn in an area of the state park around Koornong Crescent has still not been done. 
It is concerning that in an area of the state park surrounding Fourth Hill which was scheduled for burning last autumn, and considered a priority for the district, has still not been done. This area backs on to Warrandyte Primary School and is less than half a kilometre from Andersons Creek Primary School. 
Surely it is not acceptable, with these schools so close, that this burn has been delayed. Surely it is not acceptable, with these schools so close, for the government to not be doing everything possible to reduce the fuel load in this area and lower the risk of an intense fire. 

On the subject of Warrandyte Primary School, I want to briefly mention the issue of fire refuges. Warrandyte Primary School has an old school building in the middle of its grounds where in extreme circumstances children and teachers could perhaps take refuge. 
There is some expectation in the community that other members of the community, perhaps mums and dads of the children who go to that school, will be accommodated in the building in the event of a fire. The reality is that the building would be extremely cramped with students and teachers and that bringing others in would not be feasible. It highlights the need for fire refuges in communities such as mine, and I am glad that the royal commission has included this issue in its recommendations. 

It is clear that in most cases the work required to locate and build these refuges will not be done prior to this fire season, but my community would certainly support the introduction of an appropriate refuge point as early as possible. 

The Brumby government announced that township protection plans would be introduced in each of the communities that have been identified as being at risk. There is currently little detail behind this announcement, and I ask the government to urgently provide a briefing to this side of the house as to the details of how those plans will be finalised and implemented so we can keep our communities informed. 
My initial understanding of these plans is that much of the responsibility will be offloaded by the state government onto local councils, and it appears the government does not fully realise or understand the cost impact this will have on local municipalities. Manningham City Council has already made some provision to address these issues, but at this stage it seems clear that the government will be expecting councils to take on a further financial burden. 
The community demands that the government takes on its fair share of the responsibility and that it does not indulge in an exercise of cost shifting or an abrogation of its responsibility. 
In relation to township protection plans, I point out that the Warrandyte Community Association has made a submission in relation to those plans, and I encourage the relevant authorities to consider those recommendations very carefully. 
It is also worth mentioning that no township protection plan will guarantee an individual's protection, and we must ensure that communities are not lulled into a false sense of security by the plans. 

The final point I wish to mention relates to the emergency communication system. 
A story in the Age last April highlighted that a number of towns were at risk of having no radio coverage between emergency service workers in the event of a bushfire. Warrandyte was mentioned as one of those towns. 
The report showed that the government had been advised on several occasions that this communication system was at risk, but it still has not explained why it ignored that advice. The royal commission flagged the urgent need for the system to be upgraded, and I hope that the government acts quickly to rectify this. 

The Warrandyte community will, as much as it can, take responsibility for its own protection during this coming bushfire season. It needs to be assured that the government is doing its bit to mitigate the risk. To do otherwise would be to ignore the lessons that should have been learnt. 
Unfortunately it seems at this stage that the government is dangerously unprepared for a disaster. 






